C 12 H 14 N 2 O 5 ,triclinic, P1 (no. 2), a =8.117(1) Å, b =8.848(2) Å, c =9.675(2) Å, a =89.020(2)°,
Discussion
Imidazole and benzimidazole carboxylic acids have gained great interst for their functional properties of antifilarial, antineoplastic, anthelmintic and antiviral activities, and lead to their widely use in the design of therapeutic agents, such as antifilarial and antineoplastic, anthelmintic, antiviral compounds and 5-HT 4 receptor antagonists [1] [2] [3] [4] . In addition, these special amino acids are known as good ligands in the supramolecular chemistry, as an Natom in the imidazole ring and the Oatoms in the carboxylate groups can be donor sites [5] [6] [7] . For example, deprotonated monoanion of bis (1,3-carboxymethyl) imdidazole is an interesting aminoacetate anion having two −CH 2CO2− arms which can each ligate to ametal [8] and thus easy to form frameworks. The bond lengths within the imidazolium ring, ranging from 1.336(2) to 1.400(2) Å,are similar to the presence of conjugated double bonds of the imodazole ring in 2-methylbenzimidazole [9] . The fact indicates these bond lengths remain essentially unchanged even in zwitterionic structure [10] . The benzimidazolium moiety (C1/N2/C3-C7/C2/N1) is still planar, with mean deviation of 0.005 Å.The two −CH 2CO2− arms are lacated on both sides of the plane, respectively (figure, top). In the crystal stucture, astrong hydrogen bond involving the hydroxy Oatom (O3) leads to formation of infinite one-dimensional chains along the [010] direction. In addition, the water molecules act as hydrogen-bond donors to carboxylate Oatoms and link adjacent chain to form at wo-dimensional layers parallel to (100), while nonclassical C−H···Oh ydrogen bond creates at hree-dimensional framework (figure, bottom). 
